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WHAT THEY ARE SAYING

"The tobacco companies are trying to change the subject in Congress. They don ' t want to
have a debate about tobacco. which they can 't win. They are trying to make intrusive
regulation the issue instead."
The Washington Post, editorial, April 22, 1998
" For years the (tobacco) manufacturers have waged war on kids ; now they are declaring
war on the public health. The companies have thrown down the gauntlet to the Congress.
saying, are you for public health or are you for tobacco? We believe the Congress will
support public health. "
Drs. C. Everett Koop and David Kessler, following the tobacco industries '
announcement that they would fight legislation, April 8. 1998
"It would be foolish and unjust to grant the tobacco industry any legal immunity for past
or future conduct given newly released industry documents showing the cigarette
manufacturers targeted young smokers and very likely manipulated nicotine in cigarettes
to provide a greater physiological ' kick' ."
The New York Times. editorial, February 2./-, 1998
They [tobacco companies] just don ' t deserve any immunity."
Sen. Judd Gregg, in sponsoring an amendment opposing immunity. quoted in
Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report, April 3, 1998
'·These are companies that profited hugely for years by lying about what it turns out they
knew were the addictive and otherwise harmful effects of their products even as they
systematically marketed those products to children-the ' replacement smokers. ' as one
internal document described them. Now these same companies complain they ' re being
treated unfairly because the profit platform they ' re being offered isn ·1 sturdy enough?
It' s a joke."
The Washington Post, editorial, April 10. 1998
" We must put a stop to the tobacco industry ' s cynical targeting of our children as
replacement smokers to fill the shoes of the 2 million smokers who die or quit each year.
But we do not have to give the industry special, unprecedented protection to achieve this
goal."
Sen. Kent Conrad. Roll Call, 1Vfarch 23, 1998
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Page 2/What They Are Saying
"The fundamental point here is that the tobacco companies have deceived the American
people. As you know, they said they didn ' t entice children to smoke. We now have
documents that have been revealed that indicate that's not true. "
Sen. John McCain, NBC, April 9, 1998
" [Tobacco companies] will still remain in business and thef 11 still make money.
They ' ve got 50 billion adults who are addicted to this product. "
Bruce Reed. White House domestic policy advisor, The NewsHour, April 8, 1998
'Tm not trying to put them (tobacco companies) out of business, but I am trying to put
them out of the business of selling to children."
President Clinton, April 8, 1998
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